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The President said he wanted to express his pleasure at see- 
ing Chairman Khrushchev and recalled his earlier meeting in the 
Senate Foreign Relations Comnittee during Mr« Khrushchev's visit 
in the United States* The President said that he had talked to 
the Soviet Foreign Minister and the Soviet Ambassador and that he 
was extremely interested in discussing at least to a certain ex- 
tent matters affecting the relations between the two countries • 
He said he hoped that during these two days a better understanding 
of the problems confronting us could be reached, and that the con- 
versations would be useful* 

Mr. Khrushchev said that he also wished the conversations to 
be useful. He remembered the meeting in the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee and said that the President had been late for that meeting, 
so that there was no opportunity to say much exoept hello and 
goodb— t He also recalled that he had told the President that he 
had heard of him as a young and promising man in politics. He was 
glad now to meet him as President. 

The President replied that he also remembered this remark and 
said that Mr. Khrushchev had told him that he was very youthful in 
appearance. The President remarked that he must have aged since 

then. 

Mr. Khrushchev i 
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tt>. Khrushchev wondered whether he had really said that. 
Normally he did not say such things because young people want to 
look older and older people like to look younger. Re said that 
he had had a similar experience because in his youth he had looked 
much younger than his age and had regarded it as offensive if 
someone made a mistake about his age. However, he obtained a kind 
of mandate of old age by beginning to gray at the age of twenty- 
two. In any event, if he could he would be happy to share his 
years with the President or change places with him. 

*^,J?? President stated that as President, bearing heavy respon- 
; sibilities Just as Mr. Khrushchev as leader of his country, he was 
concerned about how it would be possible for the two countries ~ 
allied with other countries, having different political and social 
systems, and competing with each other in different parts of the 
W ?rr? "" ?2 fi ? d durln 8 M* Presidency ways and cleans of not per- 
mitting situations where the two countries would be committed to 

SSiiS"! involvin f ***** 8?ourity or endangering peace, to secure 
which is our basic objective. 

Mr. Khrushchev replied that the Soviet Union had endeavored 
ror a long time to develop friendly relations with the United 
States and its allies. Such relations would bring about peace 
and would be in the interest of the two countries and the world 
at large. At the same time the Soviet Union did not wish to 
reach agreement with the U.S. at the expense of other peoples be- 
cause such agreement would not mean peace. Several basic ques- 
tions must be resolved. Without their solution sources of tension 
between toe two countries would continue to exist. Such solutions 
are all the more necessary because the Soviet Union believes that 
the situations of the two countries do not impel them to clash 
with each other. Mr. Khrushchev said that what he had in mind 
was primarily the economic field, which was basic The United 
States is a rich country and has all the necessary resources. 

* JT' Soviet Union has been poorer than the United States 
and it recognizes that fact. However, the Soviet Union will 
develop — not at U.S. expense, because it has no predatory in- 
tentions, but rather by developing its own human and natural re- 
K!! P S!?£ **• P^ 8110 ? 6 ^ said that he did hot want to conceal that 
the USSR was challenging the United States; it wants to become 
richer than the United States and this is not just a desire but 
there is some real foundation for such a development. The U.S. 
may not agree with this but then the U.S. can also develop fur- 
!™ # 4?\? n3r _? V ? nt » i* ±B ne c«*s«T to suppress any feeling of 
envy, if it exists. The Soviet Union does not wish to stand in 
the way of U.S. economio development. 

•^^4.?? ^v 8i o en ? f a 5 a f k0d that he wa8 ^pressed with the rate of 
growth in the Soviet Union and said that this was surely a source 
of satisfaction to Mr. Khrushchev, as it was to us. i 

Mr. Khrushchev 
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Mr, Khrushchev said that the West and the U.S. as its leader 
must recognize one faot: Communism exists and has won its right 
to develop. Such recognition should be de facto and not de Jure. 
United States policy under Dulles excluded such possibility; Mr. 
Dulles had based his policy on the premise of liquidation of the 
Communist system. This struggle against Communism would of 
course never lead to the establishment of good relations between 
our two countries. The existence of the Soviet system does not 
depend on the United States just as the existence of the capital- 
ist system does not depend on the Soviet Union* Relations between 
our two countries could develop only if this fact is recognized. 
Mr. Khrushchev said that he had raised this point not for the pur- 
pose of arguing. He would not try to convince the President about 
the advantages of Communism, just as the President should not waste 
his time to convert him to capitalism. Mr. Khrushchev repeated 
that the recognition he had referred to should be de facto. 

The President said that Mr. Khruahohevfe remarks raised a very 
important problem. Mr, Khrushchev disagrees with the interprets* 
tion of the policy ascribed by him tp Dulles, who, according to 
Mr. Khrushchev, had sought to eliminate Communist control in 
areas under such control, and says that this represents failure 
to recognize Communism as a faot in that area. His own interpre- 
tation of the situation was, the President continued, that the 
Soviet Union was seeking to eliminate free systems in areas that 
are associated with us. So while objecting to efforts directed 
at eliminating Comnunism in areas under the Communist system, Mr. 
Khrushchev appears to believe that it is appropriate to exert 
efforts to eliminate free systems. This is a matter of very ser- 
ious concern to us. 

Mr. Khrushchev said that this was an incorrect interpreta- 
tion of Soviet policy. The Soviet Union is against Implanting its 
policy in other states. As a matter* of fact, this would be an 
impossible task. What the Soviet Union says is that Communism will 
triumph. This is a different proposition because it represents a 
teaching, a scientific analysis of social development. The United 
States may not accept this teaching, but the Soviet Union proceeds 
from one assumption alone, namely, that any change in the social 
system should depend on the will of the peoples themselves. The 
Soviet Union is for change. It believes that it is now in the 
political arena and it is challenging the capitalist system just 
as that system had challenged feudalism in the past. The French 
Revolution was the first instance where such challenge . was made. 
The response to the French Revolution was the creation of the 
Holy Alliance, which failed, primarily beoause Russia was its 
leader. In those days Russia was a feudalist state, but now it 
is a Communist country. The Soviet Union has proposed general 
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and complete disarmament. This is a manifestation of its inten- 
tion not to use arms. The Soviet Union believes that human minds 

^verin P i£ d in I* 1 }*™ ? "* System ' *»* ** theT^sMent 
believes in its own system. In any event this is not a matter for 
argument, much less for war. 

The President said that he believed that the most important 
problem for the two sides was to have some understanding of their 

? e3P ^I%«i? S ,, ?»,! he 2F rore 2 c " ttat exist * Such understand- 
ing would explain the actions of the two sides as distinct from 

what their interpretation might be otherwise. Our position is that 
people should have free choice. In some cases minorities seize 
control in areas associated with us, minorities which do not ex- 
press the will of the people. Such groups associate themselves 
with the USSR and act against the interests of the United States. 
The USSR believes that this is a historical inevitability. This 
i S a matter of concern to us because we do not believe that this 
i8 a historical inevitability. This brings in conflict the USSR 
«s center of Communist power and the US as center of our power. 
Thw% the problem is how to conduct this disagreement in areas 
where »« have interests without direct confrontation of the two 
; countries and thus to serve the interests of our people. The 

= ! ^ e8 i d 2? flfc S Si d £** Fi intereS J *•*• waa t0 «Pl2n P JSr cSSSern 
i about what Mr. Khrushchev says is an inevitability. We cannot 

i reg 2 r ^«h«J£ Si} neVit ? bi ^ ity ' We beli «ve in our system just 
! as Mr. Khrushchev believes in his. 

M** P^shohev replied that this was correct but wondered 
whether the United States wanted to build a dam pre vent ina tl» 
development of human mind and conscience. To do such a thin* is 
not in **»'? Power. The Spanish Inquisition burned people who 
disagreed with it but ideas did not burn and eventually otwTout 
as victors. Thus if we start struggling against ideaaoonflicta 
and clashes between the two countries will be inevitable. Once 
an idea is born it cannot be chained or burned. History should 
be the Judge in the argument between ideas. People will ludae 
capitalism and Communism by the results of their respective 
eff optB» If capitalism insures better living for people it will 
win. Conversely, if Communism achieves this goal, it will be 
the winner. Mr. Khrushchev said that he wanted to emphasize 
that what he had in mind was victory of ideas, not a military 
victory. In any event, the military aspect has become unimportant 
today. 

Tha ^?T os i? onfc ex Prsssed his belief that his and Mr. Khrush- 
ohevts oblig ation to the peoples of the US and the USSR respective- 
ly was to have this struggle for ideas, which is part of our times, 
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conducted without affecting the vital security intereats of the 
two countries. The Soviet Union as a national entity has certain 
essential interests. The same is true of the United States. The 
struggle in other areas should be conducted in a way which would 
not involve the two countries directly and would not affect their 
national interest or prestige. As Mr. Khrushchev knows from his- 
»°Py .-- and this* the President said, he had discussed with 

S°SfS*"" iV 8 y er I f** 7 to involve countries in certain actions. 
We might get involved in a struggle which would affect the peace 
of the world and the interests of our peoples. 

.. Mr. Khrushchev said that he hoped that he had misunderstood 
the President's remarks. He wanted to seek clarification of 
whether the President wanted to place the responsibility for the 
development of Communist ideas on the Soviet Union. Did the 
President want to say that Communism should exist only in those 
countries that are already Comaunist and that if Communist ideas 
should develop the U.S. would be in conflict with the USSR? Such 
an understanding of the situation is incorrect, and if there 
really is such an understanding, conflicts will be inevitable. 

m«£ S «!S 2SL5 el0a8 t fu any ?"? ^^ and the 7 canno * *• retracted. 
Marx and Engela were the originators of Communist ideas: even if 
the originators of ideas were to reject their own ideas, the ideas 
once born would continue to develop. There is no immunization 
against ideas. Mr. Khrushchev continued by saying that if he 
should renounce Communism— something he has no intention of 
doing — his friends would exclude him from their group but the 
idea would continue developing. Do facto recognition of the two 
main ideas — although some other ideas may develop — is essen- 
tial ror the peaceful development of the world. Ideas should be 
propagated witixout the use of arms or interference in the internal 
arrairs of other states. If Communist ideas should spread in 

IiS^S^lSJi*?! 2 1 ?* USSR W0Uld be **«*• * ust as the us woul <i b « 
8 1 4* oa P it f} i »* ideas were to spread. In any event, the spread 
of ideas should depend on peoples alone. Ideas should not be 
borne on bayonets or on missile warheads, bayonets now being 
obsolete. This would mean war and the USSR does not accept such 
a situation. Mr. Khrushchev said that he would guarantee that 
the USSR would not exceed the bounds of this professed policy, 
namely, that ideas would not be Imposed by war. 

The President interjeoted that Mao Tse Tung had said that 
power was. at the end of the rifle. . 

Mr. Khrushchev replied that he did not believe that Mao Tse 
Tung could have said this. Mao Tse Tung is a Marxist and 
Marxists have always been against war. A vivid example of this 
portion is the fact that during the Russo-Japanese war Plekhanov, 



l_ 



leader 



j 



=3SCM» 



3 






r 



iS^iff^* 1 " 8 ^ 80 ^ 181 D8aocrata ^ those days, embraced Koto- 
SSS:. i eader ° f th « Japanese Socialiats, as a sign of friendship 
5!SfI??,? e0pl 5 B i 5?*??" Wa3 a Prominent leadeTof JapaneaT 
Socialists and he died in the USSR in 1935 or 1936 as a very old 

„,. , Th ® President said that he understood Mr. Khrushchev's point 
of view but that he was anxious to give him our views. Mr! 

fS U ft 5l7i B u b * X1 * r -i a ^ e instability of the spread of Commun- 
ism is well known. The President said that he would try to ejrolain 
how we view the situation so as to make it easier to SderstSd 

a > £v«!;?i . n % and » otl 2*}«». Our basic objective SoSd^I JSe- 
servation of peace and if we fail in that effort both our 
countries will lose. Our two countries possess modern wea- 

pons while other countries do not possess such weapons. Wwt 
' f^°S e ^ Uf f 6r6d a great deal ***** **• war but «» it has risen 
i 2Ci?i!5?.i a P r 8perln f% How r er ' lf our two countries should 
' miscalculate they would lose for a long time to come. Thus, his 

S ^„I^ 8 * n0twlthatandins ' **• Khrushchev should consider our 
SSI?* ??.*?* devel 2P mar J t of *• wo ^d so that the chances of peace 

: should be increased and our peopleswould not stand a loss. His 
own main ambition, the President said, it to secure peace . 

«i«,4iS , .5 b T U,h0 ? eV , ro f ponded b * sa ying that he had often seen 
f^2f\,!! ate, ? ent8 in the US P ress * Miscalculation, he said, was 
tiZlH V ^V!? n ' TT o5 0waver ' it; looked to him as if the United 
States wanted the USSR to sit like a school boy with his hands on 

Ka^SL^tS * 16 * J 1 *™ 8U *P° rta «■ ideas and holds them in 
SfVJlS * l % cannot guarantee that theae ideas will stop at 
II rt «nS d ;?!!:. H ? 8 ^ d J hat 5? dld not *»«• understand what kind 
™«S nd i! ions ' i n US J lew » the TOSR ah °uld maintain in order to 
ensure peace. He wondered what the meaning of the term "miscal- 
culation" was. He said the Soviet Union wSuld defend its vital 

la »m?f«;i and J? e P**!* StateS - 1 ** ****** 8 °™ <* •«* lota 
?nf«^f J- ° U i afclon # However * the USSR believes in defending its 
ii«!^!ll^i Moreover » *?• sa ?» term could be used by the USSR 
with regard to some actions by the other side. In any event, the 
SlitSS ^f^^ns this term much too often. tt?M^tT 

SSJiJSl^^JSr and i* does not want Wftr ' ** it cannot be 
intimidated either. To use this term "miscalculation", Mr. 

Khrushchev said. It would be irresponsible to make a miscalculation, 
regardless of which of the two sides did it. Both would lose 
??Sf ^KV ou l d be P** 18 * 1 ®* oiually. Modern, war would not be 
STmlEiJ Si** 1 ° r I1# S? e USSR appreciates this fact just as 
the United States does. The term "miscalculation" should be 

af?ec? t a S 7 usI ftr aJ C ai!T 17 ^ "' USe by the W6St *>" ** 
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The President said that he wanted to explain what he meant 
by "miscalculation". He said it was Impossible to predict the 
next amove of any country. As Mr. Khrushchev knows, history shows 
that it is extremely difficult to make a judgment as to what 
otiier countries would do next. The Soviet Union has surely ex- 
perienced this, Just as the United States has. Western Europe 
has suffered a great deal because of its failure to foresee with 
precision what other countries would do. Such failure has not 
been limited to other countries alone. Just recently, the 
President continued, he had mentioned certain misjudgments by the 
United States. An example of such misjudgments were certain 
actions by thg e United States in connection with the Korean situa- 
tion, where/United States had failed to foresee what the Chinese 
would do. However, mis Judgment can be avoided and the purpose of 
this meeting is to introduce precision in Judgments of the two 
sides and to obtain a clearer understanding of where we are going. 

Mr. Khrushchev said he agreed with this and this was how he 
too regarded the meeting. The purpose of this conversation was 
not to worsen but to Improve the relations betwedn the two 
countries and if the President and himself should succeed in this 
effort, the expenses incurred in connection with the meeting 
would be well Justified. On the other hand, if they should fail, 
not only the expenses would not be Justified, but — what is 
much more important — the hopes of tiie peoples would be 
frustrated. 

At this point the group moved to the dining room for lunch. 
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